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Donations to Discover “U”

Mercy Vickers, Vice Mayor Chuck Vickers’s wife, donated the beautiful bags she made and embroidered for the teachers and staff at Discover “U”.
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From the Mayor…

The Golden Age 
of Being a Kid?

As a kid, I grew 
up in the south 
suburbs of 

‘Chicagoland’ but I spent 
most of my summers 
in the small downstate 
town where my father 
grew up. It was kind of 
a Lake Woebegone with 
a dash of cayenne and 
lemon juice.

There were some real 
characters, bigger than 
life, vividly etched in my 
memory and everyone, 
I mean everyone, had a 
nickname. 

There was Old Doc 
Ward, a kind of country 
doctor who made more 
house-calls than offi ce 

visits. He owned a 
gloriously profane old 
parrot that hung in a 
cage on his big front 
porch, “…got him in an 
old river-front tavern 
in St. Louis…” he’d 
say. Doc spent most of 
his professional time 
delivering babies. He 
called it “…catchin’ a 
baby…” and rumor was 
he always stopped off for 
a short snort at Caesar’s 
tavern on the way over.

There was ‘Meathead’ 
my fi rst barber who 
had me sit on a big old 
dictionary to put my 
head at his level. Then 
there was ‘Hack’ West 

a self-described local 
politician who boasted 
that he always carried 
his precinct big in local 
and county elections.

My old man’s 
nickname was ‘Boxcar’ 
(he never would tell me 
why). He was gregarious, 
well-liked and a stern 
disciplinarian with 
his kids. It seems like 
I was always in some 
kind of trouble and the 
thing that most quickly 
straightened my crooked 
path was the threat 
of taking me home to 
‘Boxcar’.

I had a cousin 
nicknamed ‘Sputnik’ 

because he thought he 
spied the Russian satellite 
passing overhead as it 
launched the country 
into the space race back 
in the fall of 1957.

And yes, even I had 
a nickname— ‘Rootie 
Kazootie’ (I’ll let you 
Google that one). So, 
when I fi rst met my 
wife’s best friend whose 
nickname was ‘Rody 
Rotanna’ (I have no idea 
why) my wife introduced 
us like this: “Rody: Rudy; 
Rudy: Rody” Nice, Huh?

As I get around the 
Valley and meet with 
people, I often wonder 
(and worry a little) about 

how kids growing up 
today will remember 
their younger years.

Someone recently told 
me that I grew up in the 
‘golden age’ of being 
a kid. I suppose that’s 
true since most of my 
childhood memories 
are bathed in a kind 
of soft benevolence 
that reminds me of the 
closing scene in the 
movie Second Hand 
Lions when the Sheik’s 
great grandson asks 
Walter about his great 
uncles “…so these men 
really lived?” Walter 
replied “Yeah, they 
REALLY lived!”

This is a lightly edited reprint from 
September 2015

Saturday, 
December 11
Greer Park 
5:00p.m. to 

8:00p.m.

A Youngtown Winter Miracle



By: Kenny Kovac
Assistant Fire Marshal 
Sun City Fire District

As we all fi nd 
ourselves at 
home and 

cooking more, we have 
seen an increase in 
kitchen fi res given the 
pandemic. This article 
will discuss some safety 
measures you can take 
to help prevent a home 
cooking fi re.

What you should 
know about home cook-
ing safety

• Be on alert! If you 
are sleepy or have con-
sumed alcohol, don’t 
use the stove or stove-
top.

• Stay in the kitch-
en while you are fry-
ing, grilling, boiling, or 
broiling food.

• If you are simmer-
ing, baking, or roasting 
food, check it regularly, 
remain in the kitchen 
while cooking, and use 
a timer to remind you 
that you are cooking.

• Keep anything that 
can catch fi re — oven 
mitts, wooden utensils, 
food packaging, tow-
els, or curtains — away 
from your stovetop.

Safety considerations 
for cooking with oil

• Always stay in the 
kitchen when frying on 
the stovetop.

• Keep an eye on 
what you fry. If you see 
wisps of smoke or the 
oil smells, immediately 
turn off the burner and/
or carefully remove the 
pan from the burner. 
Smoke is a dangerous 
sign that the oil is too 
hot.

• Heat the oil slowly 
to the temperature you 
need for frying or sau-
téing.

• Add food gently to 
the pot or pan, so the oil 
does not splatter.

• Always cook with 
a lid beside your pan. 
If you have a fi re, slide 
the lid over the pan and 
turn off the burner. Do 
not remove the cover 
because the fi re could 
start again. Let the pan 
cool for a long time. 
Never throw water on 
the fi re.

• Get everyone out 
of your home if the fi re 

does not go out or you 
don’t feel comfortable 
sliding a lid over the 
pan. Call the fi re depart-
ment from outside.

If you have a cooking 
fi re

• Just get out! When 
you leave, close the door 
behind you to help con-
tain the fi re.

• Call 9-1-1 after you 
leave.

• If you try to fi ght 
the fi re, be sure others 
are getting out, and you 
have a clear way out.

• Keep a lid nearby 
when you’re cooking to 
smother small grease 

fi res. Smother the fi re 
by sliding the lid over 
the pan and turn off the 
stovetop. Leave the pan 
covered until it is com-
pletely cooled.

• For an oven fi re, 
turn off the heat and 
keep the door closed.

Cooking fi re facts
• Cooking equipment 

is the leading cause of 
home fi res and fi re in-
juries, causing 49% of 
home fi res that resulted 
in 21% of the home fi re 
deaths and 44% injuries.

• Two-thirds (66%) of 
home cooking fi res start 
with the ignition of food 

or other cooking materi-
als.

• Clothing ignites 
fi rst in less than 1% of 
these fi res, but clothing 
ignitions lead to 8% of 
the deaths from home 
cooking equipment.

• Ranges or cooktops 
account for three-fi fths 
(61%) of home cooking 
fi re incidents.

• Unattended equip-
ment is a factor in one-
third (31%) of reported 
home cooking fi res and 
over half (53%) of the 
associated deaths.

• Frying dominates 
the cooking fi re prob-

lem.
• Have an extinguish-

er in the kitchen. Do
NOT use the “red” A,
B, C extinguisher for a
grease or cooking oil 
fi re. You can use an ex-
tinguisher made for
“Kitchen” fi res. Fire ex-
tinguishers designated
for grease or cooking oil
fi res are labeled as A, B, 
C, and K extinguishers.

Sources: NFPA Home
Cooking Fires and Home
Structure Fire reports.

Please remain safe 
and alert.
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Home Cooking Safety



Some October Observances:
October 5     World Teacher’s Day
October 11   Columbus Day
October 16   Boss’s Day
October 23   National “Make a Difference” Day
October 26   National Pumpkin Day
October 28   National Chocolate Day
October is “Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog” Month

Children’s Story Time is every Wednesday at 11:00 
am, for all ages. 

Our Book Club has changed to the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 10:00 am, and this month’s 
discussion will be on the biography, “Becoming”, by 
Michelle O’bama.

Our “Friends of the Library” meetings have also 
changed to the 2nd Thursday of every-other month 

at 9:00 am, and our next meeting will be Thursday, 
November 11th.  Help support our Library by 
joining our Friends Club or becoming a Volunteer!!

We are planning to form a Youngtown Historical 
Society to preserve, protect, and celebrate 
the history of Youngtown, and recognize its 
transformation from a cattle ranch in the 1940’s 
to the nation’s fi rst retirement community in the 
1950’s, to a family neighborhood in the 1990’s.  If 
you would like to be part of our new Historical 
Society, please contact the Youngtown Public Library 
at (623) 974-3401.  You can also call for a tour of the 
Youngtown Museum. 

LOCATION:
Both the Library and Historical Museum are 

located in Town Square, between Alabama and 
Youngtown Avenue, just west of 112th Avenue.  For 

additional information about the Library or the 
history of Youngtown, call (623) 974-3401.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  Monday thru Thursday 
From 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

CLOSED FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY
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Youngtown Public Library
October 2021

Our Services Include: 
• FREE WI-FI Mon-Fri from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
• All the latest DVD’s! They can be checked out   
   for FREE for one week 
• Books can be checked out for two weeks
• FREE Tax Forms
• FREE Legal Forms
• Copies $ .15 each
• Faxes – free with our library card
• Reference questions – 623-974-3401
• PUBLIC COMPUTERS WILL HAVE A 
  30-MINUTE TIME LIMIT

AARP Board
MEET: 3rd Tuesday of the month 4:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AARP CHAPTER 1
MEET: 1st Friday of the month 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Jay Lickus – 623-734-5438

AGUA FRIA RANCH HOA
MEET: 2nd Wednesday of the month 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
OFF: August
Ogden & Company/Jackie Monty 623-628-4708

BOOK DISCUSSION CLUB
MEET: 3rd Friday of the month 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Meets in the Youngtown Library 
Heidi Speed – 623-974-3401

CRAFT CORNER
MEET: Every Monday 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Betty Trollen – 623-974-9130

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
MEET: Every Other Month on the 3rd Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Teresa Felton – 760-415-5446

OPEN PAINTING
ALL MEDIUMS WELCOME
MEET: every Monday 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Beverly Meers – 972-5145

WOOD CARVERS CLUB
MEET: every Tuesday of the month 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Terry Damato – 623-933-2426

YOUNGTOWN ART COMMISSION
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
OFF: June, July and August • Val Wilson – 623-810-3137

YOUNGTOWN COMMUNITY FUND
MEET: 4th Wednesday of the month 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Madelon Jeffreys – 623-977-4661

YOUNGTOWN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
MEET: Every Wednesday of the month 10:30 a.m. - Noon
OFF: June, July, August • Madelon Jeffreys – 623-583-8047

All clubs meet in the Clubhouse unless otherwise noted. 
If you are interested please contact the board members.

Clubs and Organizations

Resources and Information
• Rental Assistance Collaborative through Vitalyst Health   

      Foundation and Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
    Visit https://azevictionhelp.org/ for eviction help
    Visit https://azfoundation.sharefi le.com for social media toolkit.

• Call 2-1-1 or visit the website https://211arizona.org/

• Coverage in Arizona Republic or see additional coverage.
   HANDUP Tool (Email MAG for password)
   https://geo.azmag.gov/maps/jandup/#/login



Welcome to Fall and getting 
out with your dogs. If you are 
walking around Maricopa Lake, 
try to walk a giant traffi c so 
you aware of approaching cars, 
bikes, cycles or other walkers. 
Let’s keep everyone safe!

Were you able to answer 
the quiz and puzzle Council 
Member Hout had in the Sept 
Y.V.R.? I found them very 
informative. Thank you Susan 
for your assistance.

At September 18 Citizens’ 
Dog Park meeting 11 am at 
clubhouse. The upcoming 
events will be discussed. 

October 30 will be Halloween 

walks and costume judging. 
December 4 will be hotos 

with Santa - along with pet 
blessings.

Please watch for notices 
on these upcoming events. If 
you would like to volunteer at 
either of these events, please 
contact Co-Chair Tim Ayers 
623-243-3423. 

All are welcome to the dog 
park meetings:

October 16th:  11 am at the 
Town Clubhouse

November 20th:  11 am at 
the Town Clubhouse

December 18th:  Recap of 
events

The dog park is open from 
6:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. You 
hope to see you there!
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News You Can Use…
Canine Happenings at the Dog Park!

CITIZENS’ DOG PARK
For Info & Donations 
623-974-9756

Riley Smith Developers 
is building 31 single-family 
homes on 4.45 acres located 
on the northwest corner 
W. Olive Ave. and Agua Fria 
Ranch Rd., directly north 

of the current Quik Trip 
development.  Known as The 
Enclave Off Olive subdivision, 
the development will be   a 
conventional subdivision on 
private streets, with access 

from Agua Fria Ranch Rd.
The subdivision will be 

accessed primarily via a public 
Agua Fria Ranch Rd. The homes 
will be modern in design and 
colors; no more than two 

stories in height. The houses 
will be detached single family 
residential, with a variety of 
square footages.

Riley Smith Developers 
has numerous developments 

offering beautiful new
homes within amenity-rich
communities conveniently
located in the Valley of the 
greater Phoenix, Arizona area. 

Construction Underway for 31-home Development 
North of W. Olive Avenue

The second phase of the “Sidewalk 
Improvement Program” shall include 
over 15,000 linear feet of new 
four-foot-wide sidewalks and ADA 
crosswalks between the area bounded 
by W. Peoria Ave to the south, N. 111th 
Ave. to the east, N. 114th Ave. to the 
west and W. Connecticut Ave to the 
north. 

Sidewalks separated from 
the roadway are the preferred 
accommodation for pedestrians. 
Sidewalks provide many benefi ts 
including safety, mobility, and healthier 
communities. The installation of 
sidewalks in our community will 
improve mobility for the residents in 
the Town and those passing through 

for shopping and other destinations. 
The outcome from the installation of 

the sidewalks will be felt immediately
by creating a safe and mobile 
community for our residents, thereby 
providing greater access to the 
citizens to traverse safely throughout
our community.

This Project is Funded Through
the Maricopa County Community
Development Block Grant Program.

Construction is scheduled to start
this spring. For more information
please contact the Community
Development Manager, Gregory 
Arrington at 623.933.8286 or at
garrington@youngtownaz.org.

Youngtown Starts First 
Phase II of Sidewalk 

Improvement Program

In the fall of 2019, the Youngtown 
Council approved the “Youngtown 
2025 Parks, Open Space, Trails and 
Recreation Master Plan”. The Master 
takes into consideration existing 
parks, park facilities, regional park 
and future park planning areas for 
recreational development in the 
community.

The fi rst Phase of the Regional Park 
plan is the Hike and Bike Trail system 
that will run from W. Peoria Ave. to W. 
Grand Ave.  

The Community Development 
department will be seeking assistance 
for the trail design and its location from 

design professional. Once the design 
is completed and submitted to Town 
Council for approval, construction 
should start in the spring of next year.

Please contact the staff person (s) 
listed below if you have any questions 
on this very exciting project!

Your participation is crucial to our 
success.

Contacts: 
Nicole Smart at (623) 933-8286 or 

e-mail:
nsmart@youngtownaz.org
Gregory Arrington at (623) 933-8286 

or e-mail:
garringtont@youngtownaz.org

Youngtown moves 
forward with Phase I of 
its Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan-Regional Park
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Long’s Martial Arts 
Studio has located 
in Youngtown.  To 

sharpen your physical and 
mental skills, Master Long 
invites you to observe and 
become a member of the 
new Karate and Tae Kwon 
Do school located at 13200 
N 113 Avenue, suite #1 in 
Youngtown, just south of 
Discover U Elementary 
School.  Phone number 
623-271-5861

Isn’t it time to for you 
and your family to re-
ceive enjoyable training 
that will last a life time 
and assist you in not just 
the fi tness aspects, but 
also enable you to defend 
yourself?  

While Martial Arts are 
great methods of self-de-
fense it offers so much 
more.  Good martial art in-
struction can change your 
life, the way you perceive 
and deal with diffi culties, 
your mental attitude, de-
velop patience, gain con-
fi dence, and coordination, 
to only mention a few 
benefi ts.  

The martial arts teach 
youth and elder alike, 
fi tness in their specifi c 
search for self-satisfac-
tion.  

The benefi ts of the 
Martial arts are numer-
ous.  Once self-esteem 
and understanding are 
established most students 
benefi t by the physical 
attributes of fl exibility, 
achieving better balance, 
co-ordination, outstand-
ing posture, athletic fi t-
ness and perseverance to 
continue when blockades 
seem to get in the way.  
There is a sense of great 
accomplishment during 
and after each workout, 
not to include the feeling 
of accelerating in rank as 
you demonstrate your 
skills and mind set during 
rank promotional.

Students learn integri-
ty, courage, compassion, 
respect, loyalty, sense of 
accomplishment, perse-

verance and the lists go 
on.  Students from 6 and 
up are invited to attend 
and grow in the wonder-
ful experiences of martial 
arts.

At Long’s Martial Arts 
Studio you will be in-
structed in the Asian arts 
of Shotokan Karate (orig-
inal karate style from Ja-
pan), Kyokyushinkai Kara-
te (another style of Karate 
from Japan) and Tae Kwon 
Do (A Highly respected 
style from Korea)).  Along 
with these outstanding 
arts you will also receive 
instruction on basic 
(American) boxing.

If you are not interest-
ed in Karate, Tae Kwon 
Do and basic boxing then 
perhaps you would enjoy 
the Korean sword, “Haid-
ong Gumdo.”  The Korean 
sword has been growing 
at a very rapid pace across 
the world. While many 
feel that the sword would 
not be a great tool of 
self-defense, substituting 
other objects may serve 
you well after diligent 
training with the sword.

Future training in the 
school will consist of on-
going walking cane train-
ing known as “Raising 
Cane.”  This tool is one 
that cannot be restricted 
on any means of trans-
portation or in any facili-
ty.  Master Long feels the 
cane is not only enjoyable 
to learn but, is highly 
effective as a defensive 
tool that is benefi cial for 
young and old alike.

A true concern today is 
Sexual Assault (rape) pre-
vention which will also 
be a course offered at the 
studio.  For those who are 
interested please contact 
Master Long so you may 
be placed on a list for 
future instruction (623-
271-5861).  This course 
also includes a defensive 
weapon and pepper spray.

Master Long has 
trained students through-
out North America from 

6 years and up.  He has 
trained students from 
many professions, walks 
of life and at many differ-
ent facilities in the past.  
He has trained artists, 
military, Law Enforcement 
at all levels, 2 Ivy League 
Universities (Harvard Uni-
versity & Radcliffe Univer-
sity), YMCA’s, Boys & Girls 
Clubs, High schools and 
riot control for 2 police de-
partments.  Master Long 
has also been requested 
to instruct at other Mas-
ters schools and seminars.  

Master Long considers 
himself to be an ongoing 
student and attends in-
struction to advance him-
self in other martial arts 
continuously.

Master Long’s Korean 
Sword Team traveled to 
Los Vegas in 2018 after 
only 7 months of training 
and returns with 12 me-
dallions, after competing 
with many foreign coun-
tries.  Master Long said 
it was one of the happi-
est times, as his students 
continue to show Martial 
Arts competitiveness and 
focus.

Master Long feels very 
privileged to instruct in 
Youngtown and looks for-
ward to the community 
visiting his martial arts 
school.

We Have a New School in Town



We are here for 
your rehabilitation 
needs after surgery or 
accidents.  We serve the 
communities of Surprise, 
Peoria, El Mirage and 
Youngtown. The most 
important thing is we 
offer the equipment at 
NO CHARGE for up to 
4 MONTHS!  We have 
a variety of durable 
items to offer to make 
recovery easier.  We have 
wheelchairs, companion 
chairs, bedside 

commodes, toilet risers, 
crutches and so much 
more! 

We accept GENTLY 
USED equipment when 
there is no longer a 
need for the items.  By 
donating the usable 
items, we can continue 
to operate at a minimal 
cost.  We also appreciate 
cash donations.  We can 
continue our services 
due to the generosity 
and thoughtfulness of 
the area residents.  We 

have remained open 
during the pandemic to 
serve those in need. 

We need a volunteer/
handyman a couple 
hours a week that can 
repair some items in our 
inventory.  Please call 
or stop by if interested.  
Helping others is a great 
reward! 

11215 W Nevada Ave
Youngtown AZ 85363
623-977-4661

Sometimes we had our 
doubts that the weath-
er would change on us 
as we were living and 
working in the hot and 
often humid conditions 
in the valley of the sun.  
As in life, when we are in 
the middle of an uncom-
fortable situation, it can 
be hard to see that it is 
temporary and that we 
must get through it in 
order to reap a reward. 
Our reward is living with 
beautiful Sonoran Desert 
weather, for the next 6 
months.  The cooler air 
is so welcoming, we feel 
renewed and refreshed! 
Halloween will be here 
soon, with many chil-
dren parading through 
the streets going door 

to door in search of their 
next cavity. Please be 
careful driving through 
Town, as many ghosts 
and goblins will be walk-
ing after dark.

Monsoon season has 
blessed us with an abun-
dance of rain, making up 
for the last two monsoon 
seasons that were very 
dry. The abundance of 
rain has also produced 
an abundance of weeds. 
Public Works sprays 
weeds in the alleyways 
two times a year, once 
in the spring and once 
in the fall. You may not 
be aware of this, but the 
area in the alley behind 
your home, actually is 
your property. You the 
resident are responsible 
for the maintenance of 
this area. The Town does 
have right of way ease-
ment to conduct utility 
repairs and upgrades 
in this area as well as, 
conducting right of way 
operations in the front 
area of your home along 
the street side. Regard-
less of the Towns right 
of way jurisdiction, it is 

the residents’ responsi-
bility to maintain these 
right of ways, keeping 
them weed free and 
debris free. Just as the 
resident must maintain 
their entire front yard 
to the street, they must 
also maintain their back 
yard from their fence to 
the alley. Some residents 
state that the debris be-
hind their fence in the 
alley is not theirs, that 
someone else dropped it 
off and they expect the 
Town to dispose of the 
debris and to pay for the 
related expense. If some-
one dropped off debris in 
your front yard, would 
you expect the Town to 
pick it up and to pay for 
the related expense to 
dispose? No, because it’s 
your property and you 
are responsible to main-
tain it, regardless of who 
dumps debris in your 
yard. This same logic ap-
plies to your back yard; 
you are responsible to 
dispose of debris, regard-
less of who dumps it. 
Why? Because it’s your 
property. Community 

Pride starts with the res-
idents in the community. 
Maintain your property; 
improve your neighbor-
hood and property val-
ues rise. Your communi-
ty also becomes a more 
desirable area to reside 
in when the homes are 
well maintained and 
attractive. The Broken 
Windows Theory is a 
criminological theory 
that states that visible 
signs of crime, anti-so-
cial behavior, and civil 
disorder create an urban 
environment that en-
courages further crime 
and disorder, including 
serious crimes. The theo-
ry suggests that policing 
methods that target mi-
nor crimes, such as van-
dalism, loitering, public 
drinking and jaywalking, 
help to create an atmo-
sphere of order and law-
fulness.  

Vandalism is “action 
involving deliberate 
destruction of or dam-
age to public or private 
property”. The term 
also includes criminal 
damage such as graffi ti 

and defacement direct-
ed towards any proper-
ty without permission 
of the owner. Graffi ti is 
the most common type 
of property vandalism 
(35%) according to the 
Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics. How can Young-
town citizens help to 
stop vandalism? 

 Get to know your 
neighbors. It is im-
portant that you know 
the people around you 
and in your communi-
ty. This makes it much 
easier to spot someone 
that doesn’t belong and 
may be there to simply 
cause problems. Form a 
community association 
or neighborhood watch 
program. You can’t fi ght 
vandalism on your own, 
so it is important that 
you engage your neigh-
bors and others in your 
community in your 
battle as well. This not 
only helps them take a 
more active interest, but 
it also provides them 
with the opportuni-
ty to get to know each 
other. Hold parties and 

social activities in your 
neighborhood. Getting 
to know your neighbor 
goes beyond knowing 
their name and face. You 
should develop a friend-
ship or trust of some type 
so they know to watch 
your back while you are 
watching theirs. Meet 
new neighbors as they 
move in. A great way to 
spot new neighbors is by 
watching homes that are 
for sale. Once you see the 
sign disappear go over 
and introduce yourself. 
Talk to your neighbors if 
you see something suspi-
cious. Even if it is noth-
ing, talking to them al-
lows them to see you are 
concerned and take an 
interest, which will en-
courage them to do the 
same. If you live next to 
one of the Town’s parks, 
please be observant for 
potential vandalism. If 
you observe someone 
damaging something in 
the park, place a phone 
call to the MCSO offi ce 
at 602-876-1011. The res-
idents are the eyes and 
ears of the community.
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Building Safety & 
Building Permit Requirents

Why are Building Permits 
and Inspections required?

• To protect you, your family, friends, 
neighbors, and neighborhood from 
work that does not meet minimum 
requirements to safeguard the public 
safety, health and general welfare and 
property values.

• To ensure that work performed on your 
property meets environmental stan-
dards, and complies with the Town”s 
Zonimg Ordinance, construction codes, 
and other development related laws 
and ordinances.

• To help protect your investment and 
minimize liability or problems on insur-
ance settlements and during a future 
sale of your property.

When is a Residential 
Permit needed?

A building permit Is required for:
• New homes and buildings
• Demolitions
• Carports
• Room additions
• Garage or carport conversions
• Porch enclosures
• Patio covers
• Detached storage structures larger than 

than 120 square feet
• All detached buildings other than 

storage
• All fences and walls
• Retaining walls
• Manufactured homes
• Group care homes
• Roof replacement or roofl ine extensions

• Swimming pools and spas including pre-
fabricated above ground pools 18’” or 
more in depth

• New driveways or alteration of existing 
driveways if work is being done in the 
right-of-way

• Alteration of hillside topography and/or 
hillside vegetation

• Fill or change of drainage conditions on 
your lot

You also need a permit 
when remodeling or 

making repairs. 
This may include:
• Air conditioners, evaporative coolers, or 

furnaces being added or relocated.
• Electrical circuits being added or relo-

cated
• Gas line or gas-fi red equipment installa-

tions or repairs
• Sewer and water line installations or 

repairs
• Sinks, toilets tubs, or showers to be 

added or relocated
• Wall removals or relocations
• Water softener installations or replace-

ments
• Exterior doors in which sizes or loca-

tions are being changed
• Connecting irrigation systems to a 

water supply
• Window replacement or relocation
• Water heater replacement or relocation

When is a Residential 
Permit NOT needed?

A construction permit is not needed to:
• Build a detached structure without utili-

ties less than 120 square feet. However, 
zoning setbacks for property lines must 
be maintained. Maximum 8 1/2’ walls 
and maximum 15’ height at ridge above 
grade level

• Uncovered patio slabs or decks not over 
30 inches above ground

• Install insulation in existing buildings 
when the use is not changing

• Install low voltage landscape accent 
lighting

• Repair landscape irrigation piping
• Perform minor repairs or replacement 

of nonstructural items, such as glass, 
doors, hardware, kitchen cabinets, 
carpeting, fl ooring, or trim work (not 
affecting a pool enclosure or garage)

• Paint
• Repairing drywall, plasterboard, panel-

ing, or stucco (insulated stucco systems 
require a permit)

• Repair or replace existing plumbing 
fi xtures in the same location

What information is 
required for a permit?

A construction permit requires:
• Owner’s name, legal address, and tele-

phone number
• Property legal description-lot number, 

block number and subdivision name; 
Assessor’s Parcel Number

• Contractor’s name, state license 
number, and city and state tax license 
numbers, if a contractor is performing 
the work

• Two copies of plans are needed for most 
construction projects before a build-
ing permit can be issued. An Arizona 
architect’s or engineer’s seal on the 
plans may be required if the proposed 
structural work is not conventional 
construction

• Identifi cation of any construction being 
done in the right of way

• Valuation of proposed work, which is 
the market value of the improvement

• A licensed contractor is required not the 
owner builder

• Any HOA approval is the responsibility 
of the owner builder

• The plans that are required for your 
project will depend upon the type of 
work being done. Listed below you will 
fi nd a brief description of the most com-
mon plans that may be required.

Contact Building Safety at 623-933-8286 
in order to determine the types of plans 
that will be needed.

PLOT PLAN 
(Drawn to scale)

The items that need to be shown 
include:
• Scale of drawing. For instance: 1” = 

20”
• Address and legal description
• Property line dimensions·
• Name and/or location of adjoining 

streets and alleys
• Location of all existing and proposed 

structures with distances from build-
ings and property lines

• Identifi cation of all easements
• North arrow 
If affected by proposed work:
• Location of existing water meter
• Location and size of existing sewer
• Location of gas, electric service 
Building information to include:
• Zoning district

• Show existing and new sq. ft. sepa-
rately

• Total square feet (existing and new 
under root)

FLOOR PLAN 
(Drawn to scale)

The items that need to be shown for 
new construction, alterations, addi-
tions and remodels include:
• Room sizes and uses
• Location of walls
• Dimensions
The following must be shown if they 
are being built, altered, or obstructing 
the proposed work.
Location and sizes of:
• Windows
• Doors and stairs
• Fixtures
• Outlets ( electrical)
• Utility lines

• Heating ducts
• Built-in equipment or cabinets
• Smoke detectors

ELEVATION VIEW 
(Drawn to scale)

The items that need to be shown 
include:
• All sides of the building being con-

structed or remodeled
• Height of the structure on all eleva-

tions
• Exterior materials being used
• Finished grade
• Size and location of doors and win-

dows
• Specify roof pitch on all roofs

DETAILS & 
CROSS-SECTION VIEW

The items that need to be shown 
include:

• Foundation and footing details 
(depth, thickness, and width)

• Wall details (frame, masonry, stucco, 
veneer)

• Roof details, connection of framing to 
walls, wall to foundation

• Dimensions 
Other items that may need to be 
shown/include on plans, but are not 
limited to:
• Water calculations
• Plumbing systems-Isometric diagram 

of gas piping and waste & vent sche-
matic

• Electrical systems-One line diagram. 
Panel schedule with number of cir-
cuits, size of current breakers, when 
panel size in excess of 200 amps

See Building Safety Offi ce for specifi c 
handouts or questions for your project 
or call 623-933-8286.
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